
 

 

STONY MEDICAL CENTRE 
PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP 

 
Minutes of PPG meeting held on 19th January 2015 at 10,00am 

 
Present: JW, SG (Chair), PT, GT, AA, JC, AA. 
 
Apologies: Sylvia Waddington,  
 
Minutes of last meeting 
The minutes of the meeting held on 15th December 2014 were accepted, with the 
amendment that in the MP item at the top of page 2 it should read Eastern and not 
Western, and in item 4, second paragraph it should read “there is NOT enough 
representation from PPGs”.   
It was agreed to publish them on the Medical Centre website 
 
1. Matters arising - none 
 
  
2. Patient Congress 
The nature/purpose of Congress seems to be changing. It seems to have been some time 
since Congress were last involved in a specific piece of work with outcomes. The meetings 
do occasionally have speakers on various topics but it is not clear if they are asking for or 
receiving feedback from the meeting.  As it is not clear whether that is the function of the 
Congress it was agreed that we need to see its terms of reference so that we can decide 
whether or not to continue to send a representative. PT to forward this to PPG members.  
Consider inviting the chair or vice chair to one of our meetings so that we can get some 
idea of how they see its reason to be. 
 
Congress has been asked by Healthwatch if any PPG members with experience of cardiac 
treatment would be willing to serve on a Cardiology Steering Group.  It was felt that we 
could consult with the wider Stony Medical Centre patient body to see if anyone who has 
had experience of cardiac treatment would be interested in this. 
 
3.  Western Expansion Area 
Disused but no developments to be reported. 
 
4.  Premises 
CCG have said that they cannot pay for the feasibility study for alterations to our building 
but that a request could be made to the NHS England’s, Premises team located in Welwyn 
Garden City.   
 
5.  Council Cutbacks and the elderly 
The practice has a nurse doing 1 1/2 days per week visiting the most vulnerable elderly 
people and is looking for funds to continue doing that. 
The nurse often refers patients and Carers to Age UK, but if funding is withdrawn from Age 
UK this support could be reduced/unavailable.  Practice/PPG to consider how we could 
support AgeUK to carry on the work. 
SG (who is also Chair of the local Age UK) said that funding is to be cut from the Age UK 
provision of lunch clubs and home visiting.  Transport of people to and from the lunch 
clubs takes up a large proportion of the funding.   
The cuts are to take effect from April 2015 but “Better Care” funding is not available until 
next year. 
The hospital to home scheme may also be under threat. 
 



 

 

6. The Care Act 2015 
SG will do a piece for the website and newsletter about the implications of the Care Act. 
 
Any Other Business 
 
AA suggested that a steering group could be set up to keep an eye out for new 
developments in the catchment area that would attract Section 106 funding (money from 
developers to go to additional health and education etc needs as a result of the extra 
population in the development).   
 
 
Dates for 2015 PPG Meetings 
March 2nd - 10.30 (all other meetings at 10.00) 
April 20th 
June 1st 
July 13th 
September 14th 
November 9th 
December 14th 
 

 


